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Where West Parish Began



West Parish Universalist
Church

• Built in 1735, the 
church was 
removed from 
Monument St. to the 
corner of Lake St. 
and Broadway, c. 
1850. Note “cider 
mill” house on left 
(Lake St)



West Parish split over the 
universalist-unitarian controversy in 

1828
• “The  unitarians kept 

the meeting-house, the 
trinitarians kept the 
faith” and built the brick 
church with trust funds 
released to them. 



The Brick Church on the Hill

• Built in 1828 with one 
level and two front 
doors (men’s and 
women’s), a steeple 
with no bell, and three 
windows on east and 
west sides. A bell was 
added in 1856.



Alcove with pulpit

• The front alcove was 
painted with Tromp 
L’oeil to “fool the eye”
with appearance of 
columns. Note no 
center aisle as men and 
women sat separately, 
coming in by different 
doors.



The Brick Church on the Hill

was expanded in 1878 by 
adding a lower level 
(digging down 4’ and 
raising the ceiling 6’) 
and extending the 
length by one window 
on the back (north). 
Note carriage sheds



Interior after 1878 remodeling

• Improved Trop L’oeil for 
the pulpit arch, painted 
borders, and capped by 
paintings on the ceiling 
of an open Bible, clouds 
and cherubs. Gas lights 
also made evening 
meetings more feasible. 
(“Prayer Revival” era.)



Pipe Organ added in 1890

• A 13 rank pipe organ 
replaced the prior reed 
organs and the stringed 
instruments of the early 
19th century. By now 
the Young Peoples’
Society for Christian 
Endeavor was in full 
swing.



Pageants in the Vestry

• A stage by the 
minister’s 
stairway (left), 
featured oil 
portraits of Rev. 
Abijah Cross 
and his wife 
Pamelia



Christian Endeavor, 1934



Home-made West Parish fun



Ladies’ Outing c. 1940



Vestry supper. Note deacons’
bench.



Edith Emerson’s party c. 1954



November, 1959



Hilltop 
Preschool 
founded in 
September 

1968



New Worship Center             
Completed in 1997


